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SUMMARY. 


Area 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5,020  acres. 

Population  (estimated)  ... 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

17,920 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . . . 

... 

3,540 

Rateable  Value  ... 

£59,519 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...£247/19/11 

Number  of  Births 

t  *  *  •  •  • 

445 

Birth-rate 

24-8 

Number  of  Deaths 

... 

222 

Death-rate 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

12*3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  births) 

110 
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Council  Chambers, 

Washington, 

Co.  Durham. 

To  the  Ch  airman  and  Members  of  the 

Washington  Urban  District  Council. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Rej)ort  upon  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year 
1925. 

The  health  of  the  district  may  be  considered  satisfactory,  as 
the  death-rate  is  only  one  decimal  point  above  that  of  England 
and  Wales,  which  is  very  creditable  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  employed  in  coal-mining,  which  is 
a  calling  which  “  takes  its  toll  "  each  year.  However,  the  number 
of  fatal  accidents  in  1925  was  below  what  may  be  considered  the 
average. 

The  birth-rate  is  much  less  than  that  of  1924,  and  it  will  be 
seen,  by  the  table  showing  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  that 
Washington  is  only  following  in  the  general  decline  throughout  the 
country. 

The  most  marked  improvement  is  in  the  decreased  incidence 
of  all  notifiable  infectious  disease,  for  it  will  be  seen  that  in  each 
disease  the  incidence  has  been  less  in  1925  than  in  the  previous  year. 

There  is  also  a  very  gratifying  improvement  in  the  infant 
mortality  rate.  This  being  all  the  more  welcome  in  view  of  the 
declining  birth-rate. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Urban  District  of  Washington,  which  was  constituted  a 
separate  authority  in  April,  1922,  includes  the  ecclesiastical  parishes 
of  Washington,  Usworth,  and  Earmston,  has  an  area  of  5,020  acres. 

The  district  has  an  eastern  exposure,  and  slopes  from  its 
western  boundary,  which  is  some  500  feet  above  sea  level  ;  towards 
the  east  and  south-east,  where,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Wear,  in 
the  Earmston  parish,  the  contours  are  only  some  30  feet  above 
sea  level. 

In  the  higher  or  western  portion  of  the  district  the  subsoil  is 
of  sandstone,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  good  stone  is  quarried. 
The  sandstone  gradually  merges  to  a  clay  subsoil  in  the  lower  lying 
portions  of  the  district,  towards  the  east  and  south-east. 
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The  most  important  industry  is  coal-mining,  whilst  the  second 
industry  is  chemicals.  There  are  other  smaller  industries,  but 
those  named  employ  the  majority  of  the  working  population. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  is  estimated  at  17,920 
by  the  Registrar  General. 

The  district  in  1921  was  a  portion  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural 
District— so  the  number  of  houses  and  population,  together  with 
separate  occupiers,  is  not  available,  neither  is  the  rateable  value 
nor  the  amount  raised  by  a  penny  rate. 

The  rateable  value  in  1925  is  £59,519.  The  amount  raised  by 

«/ 

a  penny  rate  in  1925  is  £247. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  has  not  been  excessive 
considering  the  conditions  existing  in  other  portions  of  the  Chester- 
le-Street  Poor  Law  area. 


BIRTHS. 

Birth-rate,  24‘8  per  1,000. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  445,  viz., 
233  males  and  212  females  :  of  these  431  were  legitimate,  viz.,  225 
males  and  206  females  ;  whilst  14  were  illegitimate,  viz.,  8  males 
and  6  females. 

The  birth-rate  is  less  than  that  of  1924  by  4’ 4  per  1,000  of 
population,  which  is  a  very  considerable  fall.  It  is,  however, 
greater  than  the  average  birth-rate  of  the  kingdom  by  6*5  per  1,000 
of  population. 

The  “  Natural  Increase,”  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths, 
is  223. 

DEATHS. 

Death-rate,  12*3  per  1,000. 

The  deaths  registered  during  the  year  numbered  222,  viz.,  118 
males  and  104  females.  This  is  equal  to  an  annual  death-rate  of 
12- 3,  which  is  the  same  figure  as  in  1924. 

The  following  table  gives  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  for 
England  and  Wales,  the  105  county  boroughs,  the  157  smaller 
towns  (population  20,000  to  50,000),  also  that  of  London.  The 
figures  at  the  foot  of  the  table  give  the  corresponding  rates  for 
Washington  Urban  District,  as  compared  with  the  above-mentioned 
districts  : — - 


Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1925. 

(Provisional  figures.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  have  been  calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1925, 
while  those  for  the  towns  have  been  calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1924.  The  mortality  rates  refer  to 
the  whole  population  as  regards  England  and  Wales,  but  only  to  civilians  as  regards  London  and  the  groups  of  towns.) 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Rate,  110  per  1,000  births. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  of  children  under  the  age  of 
one  year  was  49 — of  whom  47  were  legitimate  and  2  illegitimate — 
being  equivalent  to  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  110  per  1,000  births. 

The  infant  mortality  amongst  legitimate  infants  was  110  per 
1,000  births. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  amongst  illegitimate  children  was 
142  per  1,000  births. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  in  1924  was  125  per  1,000  births. 


DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Zymotic  death-rate,  F3  per  1,000. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  caused  by  these  diseases 
is  24,  as  compared  with  15  in  1924,  in  which  year  the  rate  was  O' 8 
per  1,000. 

The  increase  is  due  to  deaths  from  whooping  cough,  measles, 
diarrhoea,  and  scarlet  fever.  The  two  former  diseases  are  considered 
by  the  public  generally  as  being  slight  ailments,  whereas  they  are 
responsible  for  a  large  number  of  deaths  annually  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom.  Much  care  should  therefore  be  taken  of  all  cases 
of  measles,  as  there  is  a  great  tendency  to  an  infective  pneumonia 
which  often  proves  fatal.  The  same  applies  to  whooping  cough, 
for  it  is  quite  common  to  find  children  in  public  places  and  in 
public  conveyances  such  as  omnibuses  and  trams  who  are  evidently 
in  an  infectious  condition.  These  children,  when  exposed  to  cold 
and  damp,  are  also  liable  to  develop  a  type  of  pneumonia  which  is 
extremely  fatal. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  various 
zymotic  diseases,  and  compares  them  with  the  three  previous 


years  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Measles . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 


1925.  1924. 

3  0 

0  I 

1  2 

4  2 

8  6 

8  4 


1923 

0 

0 

2 

8 

9 

0 


1922. 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 


24  15  12 

5  deaths  were  due  to  encephalitis  lethargica. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Phthisis  rate,  U8  per  1,000. 

15  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
giving  a  phthisis  rate  of  0*8,  as  compared  with  0*9  in  1924  ;  of  these, 
6  were  males  and  9  females. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  non -pulmonary  tuberculosis  was 
8,  viz.,  4  males  and  4  females. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  tuberculosis  received  during 


the  year  was  35,  viz.  : — - 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  21 

Other  T.B.  Disease  . . .  14 


All  cases  notified  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor,  who  gives 
advice  to  the  friends  of  the  patients  as  to  nursing  and  general 
hygiene.  Any  sanitary  defect  which  she  may  observe  she  promptly 
calls  attention  to  in  her  report  of  the  case. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  new  notifications  of 
tuberculosis  at  the  various  age  periods.  It  shows  the  incidence  of 
the  disease  as  regards  sex,  and  divides  the  cases  into  pulmonary 
and  non-pulmonary. 

The  other  portion  of  the  table  gives  the  deaths  at  the  various 
age  periods  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  and  also  the  sex  : — - 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1  Year  . 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

5  Years  . . 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

10  . . 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

15  . . 

2 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  » 

•  •  • 

20  „ 

1 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

25  . . 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

35  ,, 

•  •  • 

1 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

45  . . 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

1 

1 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

55  . 

2 

1 

•  •  , 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

65  ,,  and  upw’ds 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

. . . 

Total  ... 

13 

8 

9 

5 

6 

9 

4 

4 

10 


The  various  sanatoria  in  the  county  are  available  for  patients 
suffering  from  the  disease  as  beds  become  vacant. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  number  of  small-pox 
hospitals  which  had  been  used  temporarily  as  tuberculosis  hospitals 
had,  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  small-pox,  to  be  vacated  by  the 
tubercular  patients.  This  was  unfortunate,  as  it  limited  consider¬ 
ably  the  number  of  beds  available  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis. 

ACUTE  RESPIRATORY  DISEASE. 

Rate,  2*6  per  1,000. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  these  diseases  was  48, 
as  compared  with  46  in  1924. 

The  following  table  gives  the  diseases  and  shows  the  number 
of  males  and  females  who  succumbed  to  these  diseases  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Bronchitis  . 

5  .. 

....  9 

Pneumonia  . 

15  .. 

....  15 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

4  .. 

....  0 

Total  . 

24  .. 

....  24 

It  is  a  coincidence  that  in  1924  the  number  of  males  and  females 
who  died  from  pneumonia  was  exactly  15  males  and  15  females,  as 
has  occurred  in  1925. 


INFLUENZA. 

7  deaths  wer.e  registered  as  occurring  from  this  disease,  as 
compared  with  10  in  1924  ;  of  the  7,  6  were  males  and  1  female. 

ACCIDENTS. 

5  deaths  occurred  as  the  result  of  accidents — 4  being  males  and 
1  female.  This  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  0‘27  per  1,000  of  population, 
as  compared  with  047  for  England  and  Wales. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  giving  an  analysis  of  deaths  that 
the  deaths  from  accident  are  just  about  half  the  rate  for  the 
remainder  of  the  country  or  the  City  of  London. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  106  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified, 
as  compared  with  219  in  1924.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  a  reduction 
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of  over  50  per  cent,  and  to  record  that,  in  spite  of  nearly  all 
surrounding  sanitary  areas  having  been  infected  with  small-pox, 
Washington  Urban  District  remained  free  from  this  disease  during 
the  whole  of  the  year. 


The  following  table  compares  the 

incidence  of 

infectious 

disease  with  that  of  previous  years 

1925. 

1924. 

1923. 

1922. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

80 

110 

92 

39 

Enteric  Fever . 

I 

1 

0 

2 

Diphtheria  . 

11 

28 

58 

20 

Erysipelas  . 

13 

23 

14 

7 

Puerperal  Fever . 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Eucephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

5 

3 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  . 

37 

28 

12 

25 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Chicken-pox  . 

219 

23 

0 

0 

367 

219 

176 

94 

There  is  a  considerable  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria.  Chicken-pox  was  prevalent  during  the  year, 
and  occasionally  I  was  asked  to  see  cases  which  on  first  appearance 
seemed  suspiciously  like  small-pox.  However,  the  district  happily 
was  free  from  the  disease. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  SPREAD  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Of  the  80  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  67  were  removed  to  the  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital,  as  was  also  the  case  of  enteric  fever.  3  deaths 
occurred  from  scarlet  fever. 

All  cases  healed  at  home  are  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
to  see  that  isolation  is  being  carried  out  and,  as  soon  as  the  case 
is  declared  free  from  the  disease,  the  premises  are  disinfected. 

Formalin  spray  and  formalin  vapour  are  used  as  disinfectants. 

Arrangements  exist  under  which  the  names  of  all  persons 
dying  from  notifiable  infectious  disease,  or  non-notifiable  infectious 
disease,  are  forwarded  to  me  by  the  Registrar  of  Deaths.  The 
premises  in  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  or  other  disease,  are 
disinfected  after  the  funeral,  as  may  be  necessary. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  the  number  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
from  the  same  : — 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small-pox  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

80 

67 

3 

Diphtheria  . 

11 

9 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

1 

•  .  • 

Puerperal . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

Pneumonia  . . 

37 

30 

Chicken-pox  . 

219 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas . 

13 

•  e  • 

. . . 

Of  the  11  cases  of  diphtheria,  9  were  removed  to  hospital  ;  one 
death  occurred  in  hospital. 

PNEUMONIA. 

30  deaths  were  registered  under  this  heading.  The  number 
of  notifications  of  the  disease  being  37. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  is  supplied  by  two  different  companies,  viz.,  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  and  the  South  Shields  and  Sunder¬ 
land  Water  Company.  The  supply  is  constant  and  has  been 
satisfactory  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  The  daily 
amount  used  is  slightly  over  200,000  gallons. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  no  licensed  common  lodging  house  in  the  Urban 
District. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

These  are  carried  out  in  the  laboratory  of  the  University  of 
Durham  College  of  Medicine,  and  are  free  to  practitioner  and 
patient.  A  report  is  forwarded  to  the  practitioner  and  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Urban  District  in  each  case. 
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During  the  year  48  reports  were  received,  viz.  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Diphtheria  . . . . 


Enteric  Fever 


( Positive  ... _  7 

(Negative  .  24 

(Positive  .  5 

(Negative  .  11 

|  Positive  .  0 

(Inconclusive...  1 


SEWAGE. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  this  during  the  year.  The 
whole  of  the  sewage  is  discharged  by  two  main  sewers  directly  into 
the  river  Wear,  which  is  tidal.  There  are  tanks  for  settlement 
near  Barmston  Forge  before  it  is  finally  discharged  into  the  river 
at  that  point. 


HOSPITAL,  WELFARE  CENTRES,  &c. 

No  general  hospital  exists  in  the  Urban  District,  but  accidents 
or  cases  requiring  operation  and  hospital  nursing  are  conveyed 
either  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  or 
Sunderland  Infirmary. 

The  special  hospitals  such  as  the  Throat  and  Ear,  Skin,  Chest, 
and  Women’s  Hospitals,  also  the  Children’s  Hospital  are  all  avail¬ 
able,  being  free  hospitals  in  the  city  of  Newcastle.  The  special 
departments  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Newcastle,  are  also  available. 

The  Union  Hospital  is  at  Chester-le-Street,  and  it  admits  all 
suitable  cases,  and  seems  to  have  adequate  accommodation. 

The  workers  at  Usworth  provide  a  trained  nurse  for  the  workers 
at  the  colliery,  their  wives,  and  children. 

The  Child  Welfare  and  Maternity  Centre  is  under  the  County 
Council’s  scheme,  and  is  held  in  the  National  School  at  Washington. 

The  School  Clinic  is  at  Birtley,  under  the  county’s  jurisdiction. 

In  respect  to  infectious  disease,  the  Washington  Urban  District 
is  one  of  the  constituent  authorities  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Joint 
Fever  Hospital  Board,  and  also  of  the  Joint  Small-pox  Hospital 
Board  with  a  hospital  at  Shincliffe. 

The  Health  Visitor  is  under  the  county  scheme  and  is  resident 
in  the  Urban  District,  and  also  acts  under  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Grants  under 
Public  Health  Act. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — - 
W.  E.  Peacock,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Part-time  . 

Public  Health  Act. 

Sanitary  Inspector — - 

A.  Wade,  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst., 

Cert.  Insp.  of  Meat  &  Other  Food 

Whole -time 

Public  Health  Act. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  partly  by  the 
workmen  of  the  Council  and  partly  by  contractors. 

The  refuse  is  deposited  in  tips,  and  a  small  amount  is  ploughed 
into  the  land  by  local  farmers. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  are  in  satisfactory  condition,  and  in  no  case  wras 
it  necessary  during  the  year  to  call  attention  to  any  sanitary  defect 
in  them. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply.— The  number  of  cow-keepers  on  the  register 
is  15,  and  the  number  of  retailers  is  30.  Details  will  be  found  in 
the  inspector’s  report. 

No  samples  of* milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  during  the  year. 

Meat. — The  slaughter  houses  are  visited  regularly.  During 
the  year,  I  have  inspected  a  number  of  carcases  of  beef,  sheep,  and 
pigs,  and  condemned  a  number  as  unfit  for  food.  A  detailed  list 
will  be  found  in  the  inspector’s  report. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  :  — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under 


“6”)  . .  182 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  105 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  75 
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1.  — Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  .  176 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  .  48 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  .  8 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  168 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  .  128 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  .  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close...  0 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  15 

( h )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  0 
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C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the  Housing 
Act ,  1925  : — 


(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders .  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  8 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined — the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  . .  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made .  1 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  1 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  new  houses  erected 
since  the  Urban  District  was  constituted  as  a  separate  authority  : — 


No.  of 

Year.  New  Houses. 

1922  .  1 

1923  .  3 

1924  . 47 

1925  . 182 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  is  2.  The  number  of 
workshops  on  the  register  is  20. 

These  have  been  visited  periodically,  and  found  generally 
to  be  satisfactory.  A  detailed  statement  is  made  in  tabular  form. 

In  concluding  my  report  I  desire  to  acknowledge  that  I  am 
indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  T.  Eustace  Hill)  for 
useful  information  which  has  been  forwarded  to  me.  I  also  desire 
to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  other  officials  of  your  Council  for 
their  kind  assistance  and  information  most  willingly  given  on  every 
occasion  that  I  have  required  the  same. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  PEACOCK,  M.D.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Washington  Urban  District, 

1925. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males- 

Females. 

All  Causes 

118 

104 

1  Enteric  fever 

2  Small-pox 

•  . 

•  . 

3  Measles 

4 

.  . 

4  Scarlet  fever 

1 

2 

5  Whooping  cough 

6 

2 

6  Diphtheria 

1 

•  • 

7  Influenza  .  . 

6 

1 

8  Encephalitis  lethargica  .  . 

3 

2 

9  Meningococcal  meningitis 

.  . 

.  . 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

6 

9 

1 1  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

4 

4 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

8 

4 

13  Rheumatic  fever 

,  , 

14  Diabetes  .  . 

#  # 

1 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

9 

11 

16  Heart  disease 

4 

7 

17  Arterio -sclerosis  .  . 

5 

2 

18  Bronchitis.  . 

5 

9 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

15 

15 

20  Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

•  • 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

.  , 

22  Diarrh  f-a.  &c.  (under  2  years)  .  . 

3 

5 

23  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

•  • 

9 

JmJ 

24  Cirrhosis  of  liver  .  . 

1 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

2 

2 

26  Puerperal  sepsis  .  . 

•  • 

1 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and 
parturition 

1 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  pre¬ 
mature  birth 

12 

7 

29  Suicide 

1 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence 

4 

1 

31  Other  defined  diseases 

12 

15 

32  Causes  ill -defined  or  unknown  .  . 

1 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  above) — 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis 

Deaths  of  Infants  (Total 

27 

20 

(ur  der  1  year)  ( Illegitimate 

l 

1 

Total  Births 

233 

212 

Legitimate  .  . 

225 

206 

Illegitimate  .  . 

8 

6 

Population 

17,920 

General  Register  Office, 
Somerset  House, 
London,  W.C.  2. 
March >  1926. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  1925,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Washington, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices. 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted. 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries)  . . 

2 

•  •  • 

Workshops  (including  Work¬ 
shop  Laundries) . 

20 

5 

•  •  • 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out¬ 
workers’  premises)  . 

. . . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

Total  . 

22 

5 

•  •  • 

2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 
of  offences 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Re¬ 

medied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

in  respect 
to  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instit’t’d. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts — * 

Want  of  cleanliness . 

1 

1 

Want  of  Ventilation  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Overcrowding  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

Other  Nuisances  . 

1 

1 

•  •  « 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 
Not  Separate  for  Sexes  . 

2 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts — 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Under¬ 
ground  Bakehouse  (s.  101) 

•  •  « 

Other  Offences  . 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

Total  . 

5 

3 

•  •  • 

... 

*  Including  those  specified  in  Sections  '2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 
1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WASHINGTON. 

<► 

Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Washington. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
sanitary  work  and  improvements  carried  out  in  your  district  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 

INSPECTIONS. 

The  district  was  regularly  and  systematically  inspected  for  the 
purpose  of  detecting  nuisances,  supervising  work  in  progress  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances,  controlling  the  removal  and  disposal  of 
house  refuse,  etc. 

Table  I  at  the  end  of  the  report  gives  details  of  the  various 
inspections  made. 

COMPLAINTS. 

During  the  year  61  complaints  were  received,  of  which  14 
referred  to  overcrowding,  19  to  defective  houses,  14  to  choked  or 
defective  drains  or  sewers,  5  to  closets  and  ash-pits,  5  to  water  supply, 
2  to  workshops,  1  to  smoke  nuisances,  and  1  to  dirty  houses.  In 
each  case  the  complaints  were  promptly  investigated  and,  where 
nuisances  were  found  to  exist,  informal  notices  were  served. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  53  complaints  were  received  from  the 
County  Health  Visitor  with  respect  to  overcrowded  houses,  which 
were  either  already  known  or  investigated. 

There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  complaints 
received  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  totals  being 
1925,  105  complaints  ;  1924,  316  complaints. 
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NUISANCES. 

Informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  calling  for  the 
abatement  of  894  nuisances  or  defects.  In  21  cases  where  the 
required  attention  was  not  given  after  informal  action  the  matters 
were  reported  to  your  Council,  and  in  each  case  statutory  notices 
were  directed  to  be  served.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to 
take  Court  proceedings  for  non-compliance  with  the  requirements 
of  statutory  notices. 

A  total  of  848  nuisances  were  abated  as  the  result  of  notices 
served,  and,  in  addition  to  these,  numerous  matters  were  immedi¬ 
ately  attended  to  on  being  pointed  out  to  those  in  default. 

Full  details  as  to  notices  served  and  a  tabular  statement  as  to 
various  works  done  in  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  improvements 
carried  out  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  are  summarised  in 
Table  II. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  27  water-closets  have  been  provided 
in  place  of  23  defective  and  insanitary  ash-closets  and  privy- 
middens. 

The  work  of  providing  a  water-closet,  dry  ash-pit,  coalhouse, 
and  paved  yard  to  each  house  in  Penshaw  View,  Usworth  Colliery, 
was  completed  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

It  is  anticipated  that  similar  work  will  shortly  be  commenced 
at  numbers  1-9,  Havannah  Terrace,  and  2-28,  Coxon's  Row. 

The  closet  accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of 
1,217  water-closets,  2,286  ash-closets,  and  214  privies.  The 
percentage  of  water-closets  on  the  31st  December,  1925,  was  32.74. 

DRAINAGE. 

A  total  of  225  informal  notices  and  2  statutory  notices  were 
served  with  respect  to  drainage.  A  number  of  defective  drains  were 
located  by  the  application  of  smoke  tests,  and  many  badly  construc¬ 
ted  drains  were  located  owing  to  chokage.  These  were  repaired 
and  made  good  or,  where  necessary,  were  reconstructed. 


HOUSING. 

Owing  to  the  serious  shortage  of  houses,  action  under  the 
Housing  Acts  has  again  had  to  be  curtailed,  and  your  activities 
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under  this  heading  have  been  chiefly  confined  to  rendering  bad 
properties  weatherproof  and  the  carrying  out  of  general  repairs  to 
structures. 

48  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910.  or  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925.  Closing  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council 
with  respect  to  the  following  properties  : — No.  40,  Spout  Lane, 
Washington  ;  No.  4,  The  Green,  Washington  ;  No.  3,  The  Green, 
Washington  ;  No.  45,  Spout  Lane,  Washington  ;  No.  114,  Specula¬ 
tion  Place,  Washington  ;  No.  25,  Village  Lane,  Washington  ;  and 
Nos.  22  and  22a,  Spout  Lane,  Washington.  In  each  case  the 
Closing  Orders  duly  became  operative,  but  in  only  3  cases  were  the 
properties  vacated,  the  other  5  tenants  being  unable  to  find  other 
accommodation . 

In  one  instance  proceedings  were  instituted  against  an  owner, 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  for  having  permitted  a  house  to  be  occupied 
in  respect  of  which  a  Closing  Order  was  in  force. 

Daring  the  year  182  houses  Avere  erected  and  occupied,  of 
which  105  were  erected  by  the  Council.  In  consequence  of  the 
large  number  of  houses  erected  many  serious  cases  of  overcrowding 
were  relieved,  but  the  following  figures  shoAv  the  great  demand  for 
houses  which  still  exists  in  the  district. 

A  total  of  1,120  applications  were  received  for  Council  houses 
up  to  the  31st  December,  1925,  and  during  the  year  78  applicants 
were  allocated  houses,  leaAdng  1,042  outstanding  applications.  Out 
of  the  total  number  of  applications  422  were  from  persons  who  were 
married  and  had  no  house,  and  were  consequently  living  as  sub¬ 
tenants  or  living  apart  with  their  respective  parents. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  work  of  removing  house  refuse  from  the  Springwell, 
Usworth  Village,  and  Washington  Colliery  areas  was  carried  out  by 
contractors  during  the  year  under  review,  comprising  958  houses, 
etc.  The  work  in  the  remainder  of  the  Urban  District  was  carried 
out  by  direct  labour — 8  horses  and  carts,  9  men  and  a  foreman  being 
employed  by  the  Council,  and  they  deal  with  refuse  from  2,716 
houses,  etc. 

The  work  was  efficiently  carried  out  in  those  parts  of  the 
district  where  your  own  horses  and  carts  are  employed,  and  very 
feAv  complaints  had  to  be  made  with  respect  to  the  work  of  the 
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contractors,  but  the  work  of  the  latter  was  not  carried  out  with  the 
regularity  and  efficiency  of  that  done  by  direct  labour. 

The  refuse  was  chiefly  disposed  of  on  tips,  which  are  conveni¬ 
ently  situated  and  well  away  from  house  property,  and  a  small 
quantity  was  deposited  on  tillage  land  to  be  ploughed  in.  No 
complaints  were  received  with  respect  to  the  tips  during  the  year. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS. 

The  slaughter  houses  and  butchers’  shops  were  regularly 
inspected  during  the  year — 231  visits  being  paid,  and,  in  addition, 
79  visits  were  paid  to  pig-keepers’  premises  when  slaughtering  was 
taking  place. 

The  annual  licenses  for  the  8  slaughter  houses  were  renewed  at 
the  October  licensing  meeting  for  a  further  period  of  twelve  months. 

The  stunning  of  all  animals  before  slaughter  with  a 
mechanically- operated  instrument  is  being  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  Clause  9  of  your  Bye-laws.  The  type  of  instrument  used  in 
7  of  the  slaughter  houses  is  a  captive-bolt  instrument,  which 
dispenses  with  the  firing  of  bullets.  No  complaints  have  been 
received  from  butchers  regarding  bad  bleeding,  setting,  or  keeping 
qualities  of  carcases  owing  to  the  use  of  humane  killers,  and,  from 
observations  I  have  made,  the  meat  has  been  quite  up  to  the 
standard  of  that  obtained  with  the  use  of  the  pole-axe,  or,  in  the 
case  of  sheep,  without  any  previous  stunning. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  MEAT  REGULATIONS,  1924. 


These  regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1925, 
and  up  to  the  31st  December  7  notices  of  regular  weekly  slaughter 
and  169  notices  of  irregular  slaughter  were  received. 

A  total  of  826  carcases  were  examined — 321  beast,  310  sheep, 
and  195  pigs — and  evidence  of  disease  was  found  in  33,  necessitating 
the  siezure  and  condemnation  of  the  following  : — 


Beast.  Sheep, 

Whole  Carcases  and  Organs  _  3  1 

Forequarters  .  3  — 

Hindquarters  .  1  — 

Livers  .  12  — 

Lungs  .  5  — 

Heads .  4  — 

Hearts  .  3  — 


Pigs. 

2 

9 

1 


23 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  30  persons  were  on  the  register  of  retail 
purveyors  of  milk,  and  15  were  on  the  register  of  wholesale  traders 
and  producers  of  milk. 

The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  were  regularly  inspected, 
and  few  complaints  had  to  be  made  regarding  the  same. 

Two  prosecutions  were  taken  during  the  year,  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  against  unregistered 
milk -sellers. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  WADE,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert.  R,  San.  I., 
24^  April,  1926.  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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TABLE  I. 


Summary  of  Inspections  Made. 

Factories  and  Workshops  . 

Bakehouses . 

Cowsheds  . . . 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . 

Ice  Cream  Shops  . 

/Private  Pig-keepers  (occasional  Slaughtering)  ... 
Meat  and  | 

Food  -  Slaughter  Houses  and  Butchers’  Shops  . 

Inspection 


Fish  and  Fruit  Shops  . 

Dwelling-houses  re  Nuisances  or  Defects 
,,  re  Housing  Record  . 


Premises  re  Complaints  . 

Stables  . 

Works  in  Progress — Water-closets,  etc 


22 

5 

IS 

28 

5 

79 

231 

21 

1472 

48 

52 

7 

175 


Total . 


2,163 
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TABLE  II. 


Summary  of  Work  done  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  etc. 


Nuisances. 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served. 

Number  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
Served. 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abatedafter 
Notice. 

Dwelling-houses — Structural  defects  . . . 

398 

12 

370 

,,  Foul  conditions . 

2 

•  •  • 

3 

„  Overcrowding  . 

9 

*  •  • 

3 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

Cowsheds  . 

4 

•  •  • 

3 

Bakehouses  . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Slaughter  Houses  . 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

Ash-pits  and  Privies  . 

85 

5 

112 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure . 

5 

•  •  r 

9 

Water-closets  . 

19 

1 

20 

Defective  yard  paving . 

32 

•  •  • 

9 

Drains  choked  or  defective . 

224 

1 

216 

Drains  not  disconnected  from  Sewers  . 

1 

1 

1 

Water  Supply  . 

59 

•  •  • 

47 

Pigsties  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Animals  improperly  kept  . . . 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

Other  Nuisances  . 

28 

•  •  • 

24 

Defective  sinkwaste  pipes  . 

8 

1 

3 

Insufficient  closet  and  ash-pit  accom¬ 
modation  . 

10 

•  •  • 

20 

Totals . 

894 

21 

848 

Work  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases. 


Visits  paid  investigating  Infectious  Diseases  . . .  117 

Visits  paid  in  connection  with  disinfection  of  premises  .  45 

Visits  to  Small-pox  contacts  .  6 
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TABLE  III. 

Housing  Summary. 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  .  176 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act  .  48 

Number  of  houses  found  satisfactory  . . . .  — 

Number  of  houses  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

(Repairs,,  etc.)  .  143 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation .  8 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made .  8 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made .  1 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined  .  — 

Number  of  houses  vacated  after  Closing  Orders  .  3 

Number  of  houses  demolished .  1 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  and  occupied  .  182 

Total  number  of  houses  in  district  at  end  of  year 


3,508 
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